Returning to Unshakable Hope — Love
FBCG, January 10, 2021 —

Matthew 7:24 (NIV) #* "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.

Psalm 46:1-11 (NIV) God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, ® though its waters roar and
foam and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah # There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. ®> God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at
break of day. ® Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. © The LORD Almighty
is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah ® Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he
has brought on the earth. ° He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the
spear, he burns the shields with fire. 1° "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, |
will be exalted in the earthl ." ' The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Romans 1:18-32 (NIV) 8 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 1° since what may be known about God is plain
to them, because God has made it plain to them. 2° For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--
his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that
men are without excuse. 2* For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 2 Although they claimed to be
wise, they became fools 2 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal
man and birds and animals and reptiles. 2* Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 2> They exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for
unnatural ones. 2" In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed
with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due
penalty for their perversion. 2 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of
God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 2° They have become filled with
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.
They are gossips, ¥ slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; 3! they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. *2 Although they know God's righteous
decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them.

2 Chronicles 7:13-15 (NIV) 3 "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to
devour the land or send a plague among my people, ** if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land. *> Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers
offered in this place.

2 Peter 1:3-11 (NIV) 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. # Through these he has given us his very great
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption
in the world caused by evil desires. ° For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and
to goodness, knowledge; ® and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; " and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. & For if you
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ® But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and



has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 1° Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to
make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, ** and you will receive a rich
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Matthew 24:12-13 (NIV) 2 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, ** but he
who stands firm to the end will be saved.

Luke 10:27 (NIV) 2 He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself."

1 John 4:12 (NIV) *? No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us.

John 14:23-24 (NIV) 2 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him,
and we will come to him and make our home with him. ?* He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

1 John 3:16-20 (NIV) ¢ This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought
to lay down our lives for our brothers. 1’ If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has
no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 8 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but
with actions and in truth.

1 Corinthians 13:1-8a, 13 (NIV) ! If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. ® If 1 give all |
possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, | gain nothing. 4 Love is patient,
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ° It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. > And now these three
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Application
1. God is our refuge and strength in the storm.
2. Foundations built on His Word endures. Foundation built by man will not endure.
3. Seek the Lord and with every effort and grow in his likeness.
4. Intercess for our nation, community, church and families.
5. God has everything we need to be effective and productive.... For his purposes and

glory!
6. Love God and love others.



